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psychical element in human nature as that which is peculiarly 
causative. His descriptions of the religion of the primitive tribes 
are almost wholly external, throwing little light on the psychic 
motives at their source. 

In the development of arts and institutions he undervalues or 
scarcely appreciates the identity in mental evolution, which is the 
real cause of most of those analogies which he and others trace to 
contact. Indeed, the chief weakness of his work is on the psychical 
side. His descriptions are such as we might expect from an intel- 
ligent traveller, not from one intimately admitted to the lives of 
the social units he mentions. It is scarcely, therefore, the work 
to be consulted by one in search of solutions of the deeper prob- 
lems of human culture, but excellent for him who seeks acquaint- 
ance with its outward forms. 

D. G. Brinton. 
Philadelphia. 

Le Premesse Filosofiche del Socialismo. Memoria letta alia 
R. Accademia di Scienze Morali e Politiche della Societa Reale 
di Napoli, dal Socio residente, Alessandro Chiappelli. Napoli : 
Tipog. della R. Universita. 8vo. Pp. 95. 

This is a very able essay by one of the most acute, comprehen- 
sive, and dispassionate thinkers of the present day, — a man who 
deserves to be far better known than he is. I have seen no work 
which gives so fair an account of the origin, meaning, philosophy, 
and aims of " scientific socialism" as this. It shows that socialism, 
in its principles, is a travesty of Hegelianism, employing Hegelian 
dialectic, but substituting for Hegel's idealism a crass materialism, 
and positing, as the fatalistic force in the process of history and 
culture, the form of economic production. The gratuitousness and 
one-sidedness of all this the author makes clearly manifest. And 
yet he writes sympathetically, evidently feeling that materialism 
and fatalism are not essential to socialism, and that, if it would 
slough these off, it might have a future. Perhaps I cannot do better 
than translate the closing sentences of the essay : 

"If I am not mistaken, communistic socialism, when it confi- 
dently asserts that the proletariate, when it arrives at power, will 
be satisfied with collectivism of property, is too absolute, and too 
clearly betrays its philosophic origin not to suggest the famous 
words of Hamlet to Polonius [Horatio?]. In truth, in the world 
and in life, there are many elements and aspects besides those 
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which a merely economic view of society and history embraces. 
Socialism professes to be materialism, yet is, at bottom, idealism. 
And it is natural and proper that it should be so. But it abandons 
idealism when it forgets that there is but one force, a force oper- 
ating in the depths of the human heart, that can guide the nations 
safely to good. 

"The social conditions of our time present this singular anti- 
nomy : in that portion of our society which officially adheres to 
the traditions of religion and of the church, the ideals of life have, 
to a large extent, vanished or turned pale, whereas that portion 
which is seeking to rise up and innovate in the name of social 
materialism and an economic conception of life, is hungering and 
thirsting after social righteousness, and aspiring to an end which 
closely corresponds to the social ideal of Christianity. Now, cer- 
tainly it is permitted to no one to prophesy what future lies in 
store for humanity. But any one who has faith in human destiny, 
and who looks about him serenely and calmly, will be forced to 
recognize that socialism, unless it lays aside the rigid form imposed 
upon it by the inflexible postulates of social materialism, and gives 
scope to the manifold vital energies of moral ideality which lie 
latent in its bosom, can never govern the social force of the prole- 
tariate, or guide it towards that ideal goal which socialistic thought, 
with undaunted faith, pursues." 

I am sorry to add that the typography of this pamphlet literally 
swarms with errors, some of them sinnstorend. 

Thomas Davidson. 

New York. 

Family Budgets : Being the Income and Expenses of Twenty- 
eight British Households, 1891-94. Compiled for the 
Economic Club. London : King & Son, 1896. 

This is a small book, but not of small value. It contains an 
introduction of ten pages, signed by Mr. Charles Booth, Mr. 
Ernest Aves, and Mr. Henry Higgs ; then fifty pages of descrip- 
tion ; and, lastly, seven pages of figures. This is not much, little 
more than would be comprised in two of the elaborate monographs 
of Le Play and his school ; but in these few pages an immense 
amount of information is concentrated ; and, above all, the root- 
principle is emphasized, that the family is "the fundamental 
social fact, and the true economic unit." 

The book endeavors to follow, "humbly and at some distance, 



